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Why is it important for students 
to explain their thinking?

•build confidence and skills 

•learn by doing 

•meet the needs of all learners 

•develop a depth of understanding of concepts



Developing students’ mathematical 
vocabulary in a typical lesson

•learning targets 

•modeling and guided practice 

•discussion moves 

•writing to process their understanding 

•revising their thinking



Kindergarten Learning Target 
!I can read and make numbers using base 10 blocks  

and tens frames.  I can explain how I know.

Tens Frames Base 10 Blocks



1st & 2nd Grade Learning Target 
!I can compare 2-digit numerals using >, <, and =. 

I can use the language of place value to explain  
my thinking. 
!
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Everyday Math Program
Math Boxes 

Open Response 
Unit Assessments





Paired Math Boxes 
Practice Opportunities



Open Response Lessons







Self Reflection 
End-of-Unit Assessments



Choose a problem from the Home Link.  Use the following questions to engage your 
child in a discussion using mathematical vocabulary to deepen her/his 
understanding of concepts:

Questions and prompts to facilitate the discussion:
• Why did you choose that strategy to solve that problem?
• What other strategy could you use?
• Can you solve this problem using another strategy?
• How do you know your answer is correct?  Show me?
• Using the language of (fractions, place value, geometry, etc.) explain how you 

solved the problem.
• If you were the teacher and I was your student, explain how you would help me 

understand the problem.
• How did you make sense of this problem?

Strategies to guide your child’s learning:
• Share your thinking with your child.
• Draw a picture, number model, diagram for/with your child to illustrate your 

thinking.
• Ask probing questions for clarification.

Using Home Links as a tool to develop your 
child’s understanding of math concepts.


